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a Roman Catholic or that he be disinfected of his pestiferous heresy
by holy water, that he be baptized and profess the Roman, Catholic,
and Apostolic faith. This is what we find Thomas Avilkinson doing,
aged twenty-six; Thomas Pratt, aged thirty-two; Patricio Guatusmus,
aged twenty-seven; Thomas Perking, aged forty-eight; all of them
"Englishmen of the nation," who had appeared before the father of
the Society of Jesus charged by the Bishop of Pernambuco, Frei Luis
de Santa Thereza, with the task of absolving the excommunicated of
heresy.35 The Church was a species of disinfectant chamber at the
service of the colony's moral health, a hospital where souls remained
in quarantine.

Handelmann stresses the point that the chief thing necessary in
order to acquire a land grant in Brazil was to profess the Catholic
religion.36 Whithall must either have been a Catholic or else have
joined the Church before marrying Adorno's daughter; just as Gaspar
van der Lei, before marrying into the Mello family, in Pernambuco,
had to embrace the religion of his bride, the daughter of a rich planter.
In the case of the Dutch gentleman, it is true, his compatriots went on
muttering that he was a doubtful and uncertain fellow; for they could
never forgive the illustrious founder of the Wanderley family in Bra-
zil for having gone over to the side of the Portuguese and popery.

The liberality with which the foreigner in Portuguese America was
treated in the sixteenth century is evident to us. This is a liberality
that goes far back, to the very roots of the Portuguese nation. It is
not a matter of any virtue that has descended from the heavens upon
the Portuguese; it is the quasi-chemical result of the cosmopolitan and
heterogeneous background of this maritime people.

Those who would divide Portugal into two countries, one blond
and aristocratic, the other brown-skinned or Negroid, which would
be the plebeian one, are ignorant of the true meaning of Portuguese
history, where we find a constant alternation of hegemonies, not only
of races, but of cultures and classes as well, with now one and now
another predominating. The near-permanent state of war in which
the nation lived for long years, situated as it has been between Africa
and Europe, gave it a volcanic social constitution that is reflected in
the warmth and plasticity of the national character, of its classes and
institutions, which are never indurated or definitely stratified. The
state of conquest and reconquest, of flux and reflux, never permitted
the establishment in Portugal of any hegemony, unless it was one of
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